
Growing Christ-Centered  Community 
in a Distracting World 
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As we approach the new year I want to encourage you to make a commitment to 

become part of a Bible study or Sunday school class. These small groups are where 

deep Christian community is formed and where our lives are shaped in Christ-like 

community. There are many opportunities available.   

Please talk with Pastor Kelly for specific details on various groups. 

Beginning January 8th I will be leading a new Bible study in the Life Center at 9:45am.  

Accompanied by Dan Cummings, this Bible study will feature a theme for each month with the 

opportunity for us to share stories from our lives that touch upon that theme.   

We will then take the theme and look at how the scriptures inform us.   

Along the way we will intersperse music that gives voice to our experience.   

The theme for January will be “New” and we will focus on these sub-themes: 

January 8th: New Creation: What is it like to be made new by the love of Christ? 

January 15th: New Jerusalem: How does being “made new” lead to a new community? 

January 22nd: New Wines in Old Wineskins: how does being made new ask us to leave something 

behind? 

January 29th: New Covenant: How does Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection create 

relationship between God and us? 

An important part of our time together will be the sharing of stories. It is my hope that each week 

someone will volunteer to be the primary storyteller. That job would involve sharing a part of their 

life, their journey, their struggles, and their victories in their life with Christ.  I also imagine that the 

storyteller and I would meet the week before the class to talk through the story and connect it with 

the theme for the month, the sub-theme, and scripture.   

I am looking forward to January when we can begin this study. Our journey will engage us with the 

scriptures and with each other. It is my belief that this type of group has the power to dramatically 

change our lives both in community and personally.  

If you don’t already have a class to be part of, I hope that you will join me in January.   

Joyfully, 

Scott 

Poinsettias - Honor or remember someone  

this Christmas by ordering a poinsettia. 

Information in Pew Backs or in the front office. 
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Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving… 

A Greener  Approach 

to Contributions! 

CHURCH STAFF              Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kelly Brooks, Executive Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Scott Zila, Building Superintendent 

Jerri Foster, Director of Music Ministries 

Michele Humes, Office Manager  

Kathy Gough, Office Assistant  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Rick Wild, Organist 

Alesha Bird, ASL Interpreter 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ TV-32—Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Classic Service     8:30am & 11:00am 

Community of Hope        1:00pm 

Sermon Series 

“Advent Pilgrimage” 

Central United Methodist Men Meeting 

December 17th, presentation on “The Other Nuclear Industry” 

by Paul Miskinin. The meeting will start with breakfast at  

8:00am followed by Paul’s presentation.  

Please call Ed Vigil at (505) 221-0041 to RSVP. 

Christmas Sale 

Thrift Shop and CUMC Youth 
Jewelry, Collectibles, and Ornaments 

(Located in Gathering Area) 
Sunday, December 18th 

Upcoming worship services during this special season.   

 Community of Hope Worship meets every Sunday afternoon at 1:00pm in the Life Center and features a meal, 
Holy Communion, a sermon, and music.  

 Our Pastor led Bible study features a study of the Advent season led by Rev. Bert Scott and assisted  
by Dr. Dan Cummings on piano. 9:45am in the Life Center through December 18th. 

January 1st: 

9:30am: Join us for this morning breakfast potluck to continue our conversation from the Charge Conference. 
11:00am: This will be our ONLY service this day. (No Sunday School) 

December 18th: Worship will feature an extended choral presentation of American Christmas Music.  

 The Chancel choir will sing in our 8:30 and 11:00am services.   

December 24th:  We will have three worship services on Christmas Eve. 

 1:00pm: This family friendly and kid-oriented service will feature Christmas carols, an impromptu  

 Christmas pageant, and Holy Communion. The service will begin in the sanctuary  

 and following the service, we will enjoy cookies and hot chocolate in the Life Center.   

 8:00pm: Our Lessons and Carols service features our outstanding music ministry as well as singing  

 Silent Night by candle-light. 

 11:00pm: This Christmas Eve Holy Communion service is a more meditative, simpler, and softer service as 

 we share Holy Communion and welcome the Christ child at the midnight hour.   

December 25th: Join us on Christmas day at 4:00pm for a celebration of Jesus’ birth as we sing some of our  

 favorite Christmas carols and worship the new-born savior.  

 There will be no morning services or Sunday School on Christmas day. 

http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give
http://www.centraltolife.org/

